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Chinese “Characters”

B Characters/Morphemes are monosyllabic

n i hdao xué zhong wén

0] eS| e
you, good, learn, Chinese
B Chinese characters are morphologically and syntactically analytic

while with no inflection.

w O xué zhong wén

"5 P L, I study Chinese.
t a xué zhong wén
{41 A L She studies Chinese.
n i xué zhong wén m a
7 i I Do you study Chinese?

@ Chinese is a tonal language. For example:
shuijido (dumpling) vs. shuijiao (sleep):----- 2

mdi (buy) vs. mai (sell)



pInyin

Hanyu Pinyin ($#&)

B Pinyin is a way to represent and express the sounds of

Chinese characters using 25 English letters.

B Once you learn Pinyin you will know how to pronounce

a character /word in Chinese and be able to type
characters on electronic devices.
B Although Pinyin and English both use Roman
alphabets, the sounds they represent can vary WIDELY.
B There are 3 parts in Pinyin to represent a pronunciation
of a Chinese character: Initial (consonant), Final

(vowel+ending consonant) and a Tone.



' Syllable

Tone

_
\ v 4

WO

| Initial Final

Chinese Character




36 Finals/vowels
Simple Finals (p. 2)

d O e

I U u(v)
= 3 semi-vowels



21 Initials/consonants (p.3)

= b P m f/ending with (u)o/
B N I/ending with e/

= () K&th /ending with e/

| g X /like FLAT jee, chee, shee/
B sz’ C (ts)’ts-hh” S

. Zh “erk’ ch “chirp” sh “Shirley”

o O~ W

I “voiced Shirley”

<lmportant> In zi, ci, si, zhi, chi, shi, ri, the vowel is NOT /i/
like English “see”



Compound Finals (p. 7)

1. al el ao ou
2. en eng ong
3. 1a lao e iu (=iou)
lan Ig lang Ing long
4. ua uo ual ui (=uei)
uan un (=uen) uang ueng
5. Ue uan un



Tones

(pp- 9-10)

ma ma mada ma ma

; it ow 1
S EEE T
mother hemp horse rebuke  v/N Qs indicator

First Tone Second Tone Third Tone




Spelling Rules (p. 8)

1. If there is no initial consonant before i, i is written as a
semi-vowel, y. Thus ia, ie, ia0, iu, ian, and iang
become ya, ye, yao, you, yan, and yang. Before In
and ing, add y, e.g., yin and ying.

2. If there is no initial consonant betore U, add a y and
drop the umlaut: yu, yuan, yue, yun.

3. U becomes w if it is not preceded by an initial, e.g., wa,
wai, wan, wang, wei, wen, weng, Wo. U by itselt

becomes WU.



Spelling Rules (p. 8)

4. ueng is written as ong if preceded by an initial, e.g.,
tong, dong, nong, long. Without an initial, it is weng.

5. To avoid confusion, an apostrophe is used to separate
two syllables with connecting vowels, e.g., nU’ér
(daughter) and the city X7’an (ndl and ér, X7 and an
are separate syllables). Sometimes an apostrophe is
also needed even if the two syllables are not connect by
vowels, e.g., fang’ai (to hinder) and fang’an (plan;

scheme).



Spelling Rules (p. 5)

® The finals that can be combined with |, g, and X are
limited to i and (1 and compound finals that start with i
or U. When j, g, X are combined with 0 (or a compound

final starring with U), the umlaut is omitted and

appears as u. For example, jU, qlie and xGlan become
ju, que and xuan.




Online Pinyin Table

B As English and Chinese have very different phonetic
systems, WYSINWYG (what you see is not what you
get). When you are not sure how to pronounce certain
combinations, the following website and app may help
you (with the choice of four tones):

B Website: https://chinese.yabla.com/chinese-pinyin-

chart.php
B Mobile App: Pleco, Pinyin Coach




Numbers (p. 20)



Asking for someone’s name

kg hdao
B . (Hello)
You good. (Hello)

5 d hao
L . (Hello)
You good. (Hello)

it 4 jiao shénm e ming z i
g B W H4 Z5? (What is your name?)
You (are) called what name?
o finis

B % m (your given name) , (My name is

I (am) called




Common Expressions
(Also see Textbook pp. 19-20)

-6 thid:o
B Hello - 1) &

B Thanks - 4

htwEhicio 1§ yilis s Ess diubid St Rl

Excuse me /sotty - R 4F & & / X R A&
B0t Sy ife el

B Bye - & I, colloquially, just say Bye~bye (similar to
English)



Asking for names

el G o

B i 45 = Hello

qing wen

B 5 ;) =May I ask---

n 1 n ¢

B 1% "% = how about you?

(R0 i Xing

B 57 ¥ = be honourably surnamed



